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The Word
Read together 2 Timothy 3:14-17

The Big Idea
Like our relationship with anything, our trust in the Bible requires faith but is also grounded in solid and reliable facts.  We need to lean into questions of the Bible’s reliability because if we distrust it, that will be revealed when life is hard.

Questions for Discussion
1.  When it comes to trusting your Bible, what are the primary sources of your own doubts and questions?

2.  What is your current practice with Scripture on a daily/weekly basis?  Where are you experiencing fruitfulness in that, and where are you experiencing frustration or indifference? 

3.  What was the most helpful idea from Sunday’s message?

4.  How specifically did Sunday’s message spark further questions in you that you want to pursue?  

Prayer Prompt
Lord, give us a fresh hunger for your Word and a fresh trust in its reliability and relevance for our lives today.  Where there are doubts and questions, help us to pursue those faithfully and provide us with helpful answers along the way. 

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
A.  “Can I trust my Bible?” is a very important question
1.  The secular world is asking, our friends are asking, and we should be asking
2.  The Bible calls us to “meditate” on God’s Word (Ps. 1), and we certainly won’t do that if we’re not convinced it’s trustworthy.
B.  The Bible’s reliability
1.  It answer life’s questions best:  how did I get here, why am I here, is there right and wrong, how do we account for evil?
2.  Ultimately no belief system can be “proven,” but neither should we leave our brains behind when we pursue our faith. 

II.  Addressing four questions regarding the Bible
A. Can I trust oral tradition?
1.  The gap between the event and the recording of the event seems large, and memory is faulty (just think of the telephone game). 
2.  But Oral cultures make much greater use of their memory, and they are extremely reliable when something as significant as this is at stake
3.  I might not trust my memory, but I do trust the culture and the Holy Spirit (see Jn 14:25 and 16:13)
B.  Are there contradictions in the Gospels?
1.  There are apparent discrepancies in the four gospels, so there must be errors.
2.  But consider what they say about themselves (Luke 1:1 – 4; John 21:25; 20:30 – 31) and if you allow them to tell their stories the way they want to tell them, harmonization is possible. 
C.  What about the Canonization process?
1.  Other books were written about Jesus, so why do we trust this collection of books over others?
2.  But have you read these other accounts?  Do they qualify?
D. Textual criticism: How close is my current Bible to the original autographs?
1.  According to Ehrman there are “more errors than words” in the Bible
2.  But when you consider the “variants” in the manuscripts, we are 99% sure of what the original autographs said, and any variants we have cast no doubt on any major or minor biblical doctrine

III. Conclusion
A.  Like any relationship, faith is required in our relationship with the Bible, but it is also grounded in facts.
B.  You need to think through these issues, especially if your children in college, because at some point you may need to depend on them for yourself or for others. 
	
