The Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up

The Word
Read together John 3:1-21

The Big Idea
God offers his son on the cross who becomes sin for us so that we can be rescued from the fatal disease of sin and experience life with God.  It is by believing, by simply looking to Jesus on the cross in faith, that we receive God’s offer of eternal life. 

Questions for Discussion
1.  Obviously,John 3:16 is familiar to us all.  How did hearing that verse in its context change the way you will experience that verse moving forward?

2.  Discuss the comment made on Sunday:  “The cross speaks a louder word about how God feels about you than any circumstance in your life.”  How does that hit you in this specific season of your life? 

3.  When you are confronted with your own sin these days, where do you tend to look in response (for some ideas, see the conclusion in the sermon outline below)? 

4.  Discuss the comment made on Sunday: If we look to Jesus on the cross whenever we sin, every experience of our sin can simultaneously be an experience of the gospel of God’s grace and forgiveness.  How often are you regularly experiencing the gospel?  Do you feel like it is your basic operating system, or does it feel distant and elusive to you at this time?  

Prayer Prompt
Jesus, help us this week to be people of faith who look to you for our complete forgiveness an acceptance before God.  Free us from our other human strategies to deal with our guilt, and help us to look up to you alone for our healing.   

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction 
A.  John 3:16 is a wonderfully succinct summary of the gospel
B.  But it’s in hearing it in the context of v. 14-15 that we come to appreciate its full weight and meaning. 

II.  Moses and the bronze serpent (Numbers 21:4-9)
A.  After 40 years in the dessert, the Israelites are again showing their sinful hearts
1.  Impatience with God’s timing (v. 4)
2.  Ingratitude with what God’s providing (v. 5)
3.  Distrust in God (v. 5)
	B.  God sends venomous snakes
		1.  They are God’s punishment for sin
2.  But they are also a metaphor to the people:  just as their bodies our infected with a fatal venom, their souls are infected with sin; it’s spread throughout them, and it is equally fatal. 
3.  The people repent (v. 7)
C.  God offers a bronze serpent as their source of healing from the venomous serpents
1.  He takes the very thing that’s killing them, and makes a representation of that to become their source of healing
2.  He asks for faith: look to the snake on the pole that he’s provided, and you will be healed
	D.  Jesus then makes the connection between this story and himself
1.  Like with the bronze serpent, God raises Jesus up and he becomes the very thing that’s killing people (sin)
2.  Through faith (by looking to Jesus raised up on the cross) we can be healed of our sin and its consequences

III.  This context turns up the volume on John 3:16
	A.  The weight of the problem
1.  “Perish”:  We are all, apart from Christ, like those Israelites, infected with a deadly venom (sin) and perishing in the dessert, 
		2.  Our situation is more desperate and dire than we might think
		3.  Most people can’t accept that their situation is so desperate
			a.  We think we’re more or less good, or at least better than most
b.  We’re in denial, we compare ourselves to others, or we think we can solve the problem on our own. 
4.  But the cross is God’s indictment on us: it says loud and clear, “You’re not fine. You’re infected with a deadly disease and it’s fatal.” 
5.  The cross presents the world with a “crisis” (v. 19), and every human has to decide what to do with the cross. 
	B.  The extravagance of God’s love and gift
		1. “God so loved the world”
a. “world” throughout John’s gospel has a very negative connotation.  It refers to the sinful, rebellious world that rejects Jesus (see 1:10, 3:19, 12:31, 15:18)
			b.  God’s love is so broad as to include even this sinful world
		2.  “That he gave his one and only Son”
a.  God’s love is extravagant.  He gave his most treasured possession in all the universe. 
b.  And he gave his precious son as the snake!  To bear the sins of us all!  
			c.  See Isaiah 53:4-5 and 2 Corinthians 5:21
C.  So the cross says, “you are way worse than you thought” and “you are loved more than you can possibly imagine.”

IV.  Conclusion
A.  “Whoever believes/has faith may have eternal life” 
B.  We are called to be people of faith from first to last (see Romans 1:16-17)
C.  Whenever we’re confronted with our sin, that is the opportunity to look to Jesus on the cross and experience God’s love and forgiveness
1.  When we sin, many of us look elsewhere
a.  We close our eyes and deny
b.  We look to distraction and busyness
c.  We look at others and blame them or compare ourselves to make ourselves feel better
d.  We look to ourselves and either beat ourselves up, do penance, or vow to do better next time.
2.  Every time we sin, let’s practice looking up to Jesus on the pole and trusting in what he did for us
3.  That way, every experience of sin can also be an experience of the gospel


