You Must Be Born Again

The Word
Read together John 3:1-15 and John 3:31-36

The Big Idea
In his conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus reveals the absolute authority of his words and the absolute necessity of his Spirit in our lives.  If we are going to follow Jesus, we must prioritize his words and depend wholeheartedly on his Spirit.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  This is a familiar passage for some of us.  Was there anything about this conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus that struck you in a new or fresh way?  

2.  Consider who your actual authority is in practical matters of life.  If someone were to follow you around and observe your life, who would they say are the main voices of authority that guide your thinking? 

3.  When was the last time Jesus’ words disoriented you or seriously confronted you with the way you’re living or thinking? 

4.  On Sunday Dave offered one practical way of depending on the Spirit in daily life (pray, trust, thank).  Practically speaking, what do you think it means to “live by the Spirit” or “keep in step with the Spirit?”    

5.  Where in your life do you long for “fresh wind” from the Spirit? 

Prayer prompt
Lord, we pray that your Spirit would blow in our lives in fresh and powerful ways.  Give us fresh power over temptation, wake us up to your presence in our lives, and lead us to those in need with fresh love and encouragement. 

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
1.  There is a profound difference between being a cultural Christian and being a true disciple of Jesus
2.  Two aspects of true discipleship are acknowledging the full authority of Jesus’ words in our lives and acknowledging the utter necessity of his Spirit’s work in our lives.	

II.  The authority of Jesus’ words
A.  Nicodemus’ experience
1.  He is a learned and knowledgeable man  (v. 1), and he enters the conversation with a sense of confidence in his knowledge and experience:  “We know” (v. 2)
2.  He is quickly thrown off by Jesus’ perspective and realizes he’s contending with someone of vastly superior knowledge: “how can this be?” (v. 9)
3.  Jesus acknowledges the superior source of his knowledge (from heaven) v. 11-13
4.  Later John confirms this superior knowledge
	a.  Jesus brings eyewitness testimony from heaven and his Father (v. 31-33)
b.  God has poured out the Spirit on Jesus without limit (v. 34-35) so that he has an endless flow of spiritual knowledge
B.  Do we take the authority of Jesus’ words seriously?
	1.  Litmus Test 1: Who is my actual authority on matters of life?
  	         - Friends, talking heads, podcasts, pastors, authors, or Jesus? 
	         - How much time do I spend taking in the words of Jesus vs. taking in other inputs?
2.  Litmus Test 2:  How often is my worldview disrupted by Jesus?
- How often do Jesus’ words disorient me and challenge the way I’m thinking, vs. how much have I softened Jesus words to fit my way of life? 

III.  The necessity of His Spirit 
A.  Nicodemus’ experience
1.  He is a very moral, religious, and respectable man.  His assumption would be that if anyone is “in” the kingdom, it’s someone like him. 
2.  Jesus declares that nothing short of the miraculous intervention of God can get a person into the kingdom, such that it’s comparable to being born again.
3.  Being born again is about being born “of water and Spirit” (v. 5)
This harkens to Ezekiel 36-37 and God’s promise to disobedient and hopeless Israel that he would do a work of water (cleansing of sins) and Spirit (new hearts through the giving of his Spirit).  He then reveals a valley of dry bones that come alive through the power of God’s Spirit
4.  No amount of human effort can produce this kind of spiritual life, only the Spirit can (v. 6)
5.  And the Spirit is totally free to do this whenever and wherever he pleases.  Trying to predict and control him is like trying to predict and control the wind.
6.  So even to a seasoned professional religious leader how has lived a respectable religious life, he is saying none of that matters unless the Spirit does what only the Spirit can do.
B.  Do we acknowledge our utter dependence on the Spirit? 
1.  It is fruitful to regularly relive our conversions
a.  We need to regularly remind ourselves of our conversions, how the Spirit worked in our hearts and minds, how we experienced the gospel of forgiveness 	
b.  As we on in our day-to-day Christian journey, it’s easy to forget what a miracle conversion is
c.  It’s also great to get time with new believers and remind ourselves that the Spirit still moves in people’s lives
2.  We must continue each day in dependence on the Spirit
a.  See Galatians 3:3 about starting with the Spirit and continuing in the flesh
b.  “The Christian life is what you do when you realize you can do nothing.” – Dallas Willard
c.  We are called to do all sorts of things, so we must learn how to do them in dependence on the Spirit.  
d.  Like sailors, all we really do is hoist the sail and depend on the wind
f.  Practically speaking, when we pursue righteousness (e.g. read the Bible, show up on a Sunday, encourage each other), a simple posture is this
	1) Pray: for the Spirit to move in this task
	2) Trust: throughout the task that the Spirit is moving
	3) Thank: him afterwards for any fruit we experienced. 




