The Cleansing of the Temple

The Word
Read together John 2:13-25

The Big Idea
Jesus’ righteous anger in the temple was sparked by his passion for God and his glory.  As we are transformed into his image, we will become people who increasingly make decisions and take actions that are rooted in our single-minded passion for God.

Questions for Discussion
1.  Sunday’s message began with the idea that we become what we behold.  That is, rather than simply taking Biblical principles and applying them to our lives, we grow as we behold Jesus and the Spirit transforms us into his image.   Do you agree?  Does change actually take place in that way?  How has change happened in your own life?  

2.  Stepping back, consider the Jesus we’ve encounter in John 2 (the wedding of Cana and the cleansing of the temple).  How does this Jesus compare with the image you’ve historically had of him?

3.  We talked about anger as a reflection of the things we love and cherish.  What does your anger tell you about the things you cherish?  As you consider the question, “what gets you angry?” what’s one answer you’re encouraged by?  What’s one answer you’re convicted by?  

4.  What if you truly considered your main goal in life to be cultivating a passion for and devotion to God and his glory?  What’s one thing you would start doing more of?  What’s one thing you’d start doing less of?  Or start doing differently?  

Prayer Prompt
Jesus, give us your passion for God the Father and His glory that gives us our true north each day and clarifies all other priorities and passions.

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
	A.  The “signs” of John 2 portray Jesus as bringing in a new covenant
		1.  The old ceremonial jars for washing are replaced by his extravagant grace
		2.  The old temple system is replaced by him as the new temple
	B.  We become what we behold
		1.  See 2 Corinthians 3:18
		2.  Let’s watch Jesus’ actions, see his heart, marvel, and be changed
		 
II.  Seeing Jesus
	A.  His actions
1.  The temple represented the most sacred plot of land where God’s presence dwelt and where forgiveness of sins occurred through animal sacrifice.
2.  There was nothing inherently wrong with animal sacrifice or even the temple tax.  The problem is these belonged outside the temple courts. 
		3.  This is probably the most aggressive and angry action Jesus ever performs
		4.  “He isn’t safe but he’s good” – C.S. Lewis
B.  His heart
1.  Anger is most often a secondary emotion.  Behind the anger is love.  There is something we cherish that has been violated or disregarded
2.  You learn a lot about what a person cherishes by seeing what gets them angry
		3.  Jesus’ words reveal his heart:  “My father’s house” (v. 16)
			a.  His father is his great treasure and source of affection
			b.  His father’s house is a sacred place for prayer, worship, awe
c.  He’s like a child who thinks his dad is the strongest, smartest, coolest man ever and is offended when others don’t think so.  
4.  Jesus has spent a life cultivating a wonder, delight, affection for his Father
			a.  Every day he prays a prayer: “Hallowed be your name”
			b.  He spends time with his Father 
			c.  He sees his Father’s glory in nature
d.  He immerses himself in the Scriptures which speak of his Father
e.  He finds delight in his Father’s commands
5.  This same passion for God that gets expressed in anger here gets expressed very differently in other places
a.  At the end of his life it gets expressed in tremendous restraint
b.  See John 12:27-28
6.  Jesus’ single-minded passion for God gives him a real freedom from the opinions and expectations of others (see v. 23-5 in our passage)
	
III.  What about us?
A.  What if Jesus’ passion for God filled us?  How would that change our lives?
B.  Consider John’s quote of David’s Psalm 69 in v. 17 
	1.  For all his imperfections, King David had a similar zeal for God
	2.  His zeal gave him great courage with Goliath when others shrank back
3.  His zeal gave him great freedom to dance before the Lord when others would have had a more measured approach
4.  Zeal for God can bring so many things to our lives depending on the circumstance: courage, freedom, joy, anger, restraint
C.  How are you cultivating a zeal for God in your own life?  
D.  How would a true passion for God and his glory change our lives?
	1.  As we consider the world?
	2.  As you consider ourselves/the church
		a. We are now God’s temple, God’s house
		b.  Ultimately it needs to start with each one of us
c.  God has a zeal for us (Exodus 20:4-5) and wants our single-minded devotion

