Calling All Disciples

The Word
Read together John 1:35-51

The Big Idea
In today’s stories, John introduces us to the ways Jesus calls people to himself and the kinds of things his calling means in their lives.  Reflecting on what that meant for those first disciples can inspire us as we reflect on what his calling means in our lives today.

Questions for Discussion
1.  Which of the four Jesus encounters feels most resonant to your life right now and why?  Here they are: 
1.  “What do you want?“ The journey below the surface into our desires
2.  “Follow me.”  The command to completely surrender our lives and follow
3.  “You will be called Peter.”  Learning to live in the new identity Jesus gives us
4.  “How do you know me?”  The experience of being known deeply and personally

2.  Consider Jesus’ question, “What do you want?”  How have you connected your relationship with Jesus to your relationship with your desires?  For example, is Jesus an enemy of your desires?  Is he uninterested in your desires?  Is he trying to change your desires?  Draw out your desires? Etc. 

3.  Consider this idea of Jesus giving us a new name or identity.  As we begin 2026 is there another identity (positive or negative) you are tempted to live from?  What would it look like for you to live out of your identity as the beloved in Christ? 

4.  Take a moment of silence to consider Jesus’ basic call to you:  “Follow me.”  What specifically would answering that call more faithfully mean at this time in your life?

Small Group Prayer Prompt: 
You may want to take some time as a group praying together along these lines: Jesus, wake us up from a life of cultural Christianity to a more wholehearted devotion and surrender to you and your calling on our lives.  

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
A.  John presents four encounters where Jesus calls disciples that reflect some of the paradigmatic ways he calls people to himself today.
B.  We can get busy trying to be Christians and forget that this is all about devotion to a person: Jesus himself.
C.  Notice how unique and particular each of these encounters is.  There is no “one right way” to be called by Jesus.

II.  Encounter 1:  “What do you want?” (v. 35-39)
A.  Notice Jesus asks a question about their desires.  
B.  More than once he invites people to speak their desires to him (see also Mk 10:51)
C.  The journey with Jesus is a journey of desire
1.  He confronts us with our desires, he invites us to consider our desires, and ultimately he presents himself as the fulfilment of our desires
2.  Consider the iceberg analogy: he takes us below the behaviors to the deeper issues of the heart.
	3.  How do you respond to this question?
a.  Some of us didn’t know he cared about our desires, some of us have never asked ourselves that question, and some of us are terrified by what the answer might be.
b.  But ultimately the journey with him will involve some deep heart work.
III.  Encounter 3:  “Follow Me” (v. 43)
A.  Notice, unlike the first encounter, here Jesus takes all the initiative and gives Philip a command that must be obeyed or rejected.
B. For the early disciples they had no idea what this command would entail
1.  It would only be in the following that they would come to understand all the implications.
2.  This is Jesus’ first command to Philip in chapter 1 and it’s his final command to Peter in chapter 21.  The basic call of Jesus is always the same:  “Follow me.”  3 ½ years later Peter would have a much better sense of what that truly means.
	C.  There’s an intrinsic relationship between faith and obedience
1.  We may have doubts and questions about life and want to get all the answers before being willing to commit to Jesus.
2.  But sometimes he simply calls and we must follow, and the answers will only come in the following.  
3.  Jesus is not someone we can analyze and critique at a distance while we go on living however we want.  He demands obedience, and we will only come to truly believe as we obey.  

IV.  Encounter 2:  “You will be called Peter” (v. 40-42)
	A.  What an experience to be given a new name right off the bat (a new identity)
B.  It would take time for Peter to truly grow into this new name
1.  For some time, he tried to live up to that name in his own strength and charisma.
2.  It was only through his deep failure that he experienced the profound love and grace of Jesus for him when he was at his worst
3.  Finally he was able to build an identity as “The Rock” based on Jesus’ rock solid love for him, not his own strength.
	C.  In some ways, Jesus renames all of us in the sense of giving us a new identity
		1.  Before Christ we carried identities given to us by the world
a.  They may have been identities rooted in our natural strengths 
			b.  They may have been identities rooted in our failures and insecurities
		2.  Christ gives us a new identity as the Beloved of God through faith in him
		3.  Following him means learning to live in this new identity
D.  Consider Andrew’s question to him:  “where are you abiding” and his answer “come and see” (in. v. 38-39)
	1.  Ultimately, Jesus is abiding in his father’s love and care
	2.  Life with him involves learning to abide where he is abiding

V.  Encounter 4: “How do you know me?” (44-51)
A.  Jesus knows Nathaniel’s character and details of his life that no human being could possibly know.
B.  So also for us: life with Jesus is a life of being known in our deepest places
	1.  Jesus knows us better than anyone, even better than we know ourselves
	2.  He can speak into and heal parts of us that no one else can

VI.  Conclusion
A.  Jesus compares life with him to Jacob’s experience of the ladder between heaven and earth with angels ascending and descending
B.  Life with Jesus is an experience of the sacred, of heaven coming to earth, of God in the flesh in the midst of the ordinary moments of life.
 
