The Word Became Flesh

The Word
Read together John 1:1-18

The Big Idea
In the incarnation, the eternal universal God beings very particular and limits his ministry to a very specific time and place.  Likewise, God’s people are invited into incarnational ministry, loving and ministering to the people and opportunities God puts right in front of us each day.

Questions for Discussion
1.  On Sunday we discussed the “scandal of particularity.”  How would you respond to a skeptic who says, “I could never believe in a God who supposedly cares about everyone but chose to show up in just one person in a way that millions of people never got to hear about.”  

2.  As you consider the idea of incarnational ministry, is there anything God is putting right in front of you these days that you need to focus on and be faithful to?  

3.  Discuss this idea of the cell phone/internet as a “placeless place” that disconnects us from incarnational ministry.  How have you seen that play out in your own life?  In those around you? 

4.  As you spent time on the patio during the Christmas Bazaar, what local ministry were you able to learn more about in ways that were helpful?  

Sermon Outline
I.  The word became flesh and dwelt among us
A.  “Logos” (word) would resonate with John’s Greek audience that would think of the divine rational principal that ordered the universe and serves as the source for human reason.  “Logos” would also resonate with John’s Jewish audience that would think of Genesis 1 and God creating the world by his word
B.  “Sarx” (flesh) = simple flesh and blood, skin and bone
C.  Dwelt (or “tabernacled”) among us
1.  Echoes the exodus story of God with Israel in wilderness living in a tent within their camp of tents.  
	2.  God “moved into the neighborhood”

II.  “The Scandal of Particularity”
A.  There’s something offensive to our modern minds about the particularity of Jesus
1.  We’re so democratic and equality-minded that we expect God’s revelations to be equally available to all.  God should show up in all times and places and cultures, not just one particular one. 
2.  We’re scientifically-minded that we want all experiments to be repeatable across times and places, not just a never-to-be repeated event.
	B.  But Jesus actually leans into the specifics/particularities throughout his ministry
		1.  Incarnate in one particular man, with one human body 
		2.  Born to two particularly obscure parents 
3.  Grew up in one particular and obscure town
4.  Lived his first 30 years in a small town in almost total obscurity going about daily life and work with faithfulness and love
5.  Gets baptized along with everyone else
6.  Calls humble fisherman, keeps his discipleship group fairly small
7.  Allows his ministry to be regularly interrupted by the particular needs of individual people.
8.  Often goes out of his way to see particular individuals and meet their needs
9.  He regularly rejects opportunities to scale and expand his ministry and seems bent on being faithful to his particular mission at the expense of gaining more followers
keeping things small
	C.  That’s the nature of incarnational ministry:  it is always particular
1.  There’s no such thing as incarnational ministry that is general, abstract, and universal
2.  It’s about life on life, time spent with particular people in particular places.  It’s about starting right where you are and going from there.
D.  His incarnational approach worked!  2000 years later, millions of lives have been transformed by Jesus.

III.  How might we adopt an incarnational ministry that is particular?
A.  Go has placed each of us in a particular body, family, time, and place.  This is our ministry.  We are called to step into those very ordinary moments with eyes open to the opportunities.  
B.  A business model has crept into the church where we think in terms of how to brand, scale, and expand in efficient and effective ways.  That often blinds us to what’s right in front of us every day.  
C.  Most of the exhortations in the epistles are very small and particular (see 1 Thess 4:11-12, 1 Pt 3:15, James 3:13)
D.  Our cell phones and the internet introduce us to a “placeless place” where the focus is on issues “out there.”  We spend our time thinking about those larger issues, but what if we just focused on the city and locale in which God places us?  

