Children Born of God

The Word
Read together John 1:1-18

The Big Idea
Jesus came to earth to make the eternal relationship between him and his father available to us today.  Through faith in him, we are brought into the family as the Father and Son find a home in us.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  On Sunday we discussed the eternal relationship of Father and Son in John 1:1-2 and 1:18.  Were there any insights or images regarding our triune God from Sunday that were helpful for you? 

2.  Read together John 14:23.  How natural is it for you to live in your authority and status as a child of God?  What issues (positive or negative) come up for you as you consider that?   

3.  At the end of Sunday’s message, we were encouraged to actively invite Jesus into the moments of our days this week, whether moments of fear or stress, or moments of joy and gratitude.  What has your experience of trying to do that been like?    

Sermon Outline
I.  The eternal relationship of father and son
	A.  The word and God (v. 1-2)
		1.  In the beginning there is a relationship
		2.  The word was “towards” God (suggest a face-to-face encounter)
3.  The Jewish readers may have been reminded of the description of wisdom in Proverbs 8:23-31
	B.  The son and the father (v. 18)
		1.  The son was “in the bosom of the father” = suggests intimate relationship
2.  “It is as if God has reached into his very being and plucked out his own heart in sending Jesus to us.” – Bruce Milne
	C.  The Trinity is a distinctly Christian view of God
		1.  Polytheism:  many gods with their own desires, agendas, often competing 
2.  Simple monotheism:  A God who is solitary
3.  Trinity: one God three persons, community of mutual love, unity of purpose
D.  John’s gospel suggests that it’s out of the fulness of this relational God that the universe exists.

II.  As John’s story unfolds, we will see this relationship lived out in the man, Jesus of Nazareth
	A.  We’ll see the father’s love and delight in the son
	B.  We’ll see the son’s utter devotion to and trust in his father
	C.  It’s similar to watching two people in the honeymoon phase
a.  Everything in their lives is shaped by that relationship, and we are outsiders looking in
b.  Similarly, as people watched Jesus and his father they must have felt like outsiders looking in

III.  Good news: Jesus came to invite us into this eternal family
A.  The dark side is many reject this invitation (v. 9-11)
B.  The bright side is some are brought into the family (v. 12-13)
		1.  Born of God (v. 13)
			a.  This is a supernatural act of God’s Spirit (see John 3:3-8)
b.  It’s similar to what happened to Mary: “The holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.”  Her experience can be ours in a way by faith. 
2.  The result of this new birth is the father and son come and make their home in us (John 14:23).  We are never alone.  We become the very home of that eternal relationship between father and son.  We bring that fellowship with us wherever we go. 
		3.  The right/authority to become children of God (v. 12)
In an ancient world where many people had no real status, this was a tremendous privilege and still is today.
C.  Stepping into our identity as children of God	
1.  Some of us don’t experience our status as God’s children.  We feel more like his slaves, or employees, or strangers, or even enemies.  
2.  Many of Paul’s prayers are addressing this very reality (see Eph 3:14-19)
		3.  “Believe in his name”:  Say yes to this gift
		4.  “Receive him”: make room and invite him into your life
5.  This holiday season:  what would it look like to actively invite him into the moments of your days (whether moments of loneliness, stress, joy, etc.) 
