They Will Reign for Ever

The Word
Read together Revelation 22:1-5

The Big Idea
In eternity, we will not just be engaged in an eternal worship service; rather, we will be fulfilling our original calling of partnering with God in reigning over his glorious world.  This picture of sanctified work in eternity can give us a vision for faithful work with and for Jesus in this fallen world.  

Questions for Discussion
1.  According to Sunday’s message, one of the rewards for being faithful to the responsibilities of this life is being given more responsibilities in the next life.  How does that idea strike you?  What issues and questions does it raise for you?

2.  Consider the creation story that portrays God as a hard worker working a 6-day work week and enjoying the work of his hands.  How does thinking of God as a worker impact your view of him or of yourself as made in his image? 

3.  How does the idea of “flow” and the intersection of work and play inform what reigning may be like in eternity?  

4.  Read Colossians 3:22-25 together.  Is there any way you want to change how you’re approaching your work (whether paid or unpaid) in light of those verses?  

Sermon Outline  
I.  What will we be doing in eternity? 
	A.  His servants will serve/worship him (v. 3) 
		1.  Throughout Scripture this word is used of the priests service in the temple
	2.  We are now a kingdom of priests, and the whole city/world is the holy of 	holies
		3.  So we will be worshipping and enjoying God in all his glory
B.  They will reign (v. 5 and see also Rev 5:9-10)
		1. This implies authority and honor (See Rev 3:21) 
2.  This implies responsibilities over this new world
a.  Jesus tells multiple parables about how our faithfulness to the responsibilities of this life is rewarded with more responsibility in the next life. 
b.  See Mt 24:45-47 and Mt 25:19-21
3.  This may push against some of our goals in this life (work hard early in life so you can retire and be free of responsibilities later in life)
4.  Heaven is not just an eternal day off

II.  A biblical theology of work and reigning
	A.  Consider who God is in the creation story
		1.  A creative artist
2.  A Worker  
a.  He works hard each day and then steps back to enjoy his work
b.  He works a 6-day work week and then steps back for an entire day to rest and enjoy the work of his hands
			c.  “My father is always working . . .”
	B.  Consider our calling in the creation story
		1.  Genesis 1:28: Called to “subdue” and “rule over” creation
		2.  Genesis 2:15: Calle to “work” and “take care of” the garden
3.  We were called to partner with God in bringing Eden to the whole earth
4.  So work not a result of the fall, but is part of our calling as humans
	C.  The Fall
		1.  The ground is cursed and now works against us
		2.  Work will be marked by frustration, futility, and painful labor
		3.  We all experience the toil of work in a fallen world
	D.  Work in Eternity
		1.  We will rule over a new earth
			a.  “No longer will there be any curse” (v. 3)
		b.  The creation will be liberated from its previous bondage (Romans 			8:20-21)
c.  The creation won’t work against us but will be a perfectly cooperative environment for our responsibilities. 
		2.  Work will be sanctified completely
a.  See the vision of the new heavens and earth in Isaiah 65:21-23 where God’s people will “enjoy the work of their hands”
b.  Imagine your best day of work here
[bookmark: OLE_LINK10]c.  Consider the idea of “flow” in your work that we sometimes experience even in this fallen world:  joyful absorption in an intrinsically good task. 
d.  “When you take sin out of the heart and out of the world, the line between work and play becomes almost invisible.  What is play when all our work will be totally enjoyable?”  - John Piper
			e.  God will find joy in watching his children’s absorption in holy activity 

III.  Redeeming the work and responsibilities of today in light of eternity
	A.  Colossians 3:22-25
1.  Whatever you do:  every task can be sanctified through relationship with Jesus
		2.  Let’s do our work FOR Jesus and WITH Jesus
a.  For Jesus:  not just for a paycheck, or to advance, or to be recognized by others, but in a way that would please him
b.  With Jesus:  He is our constant companion and help in the Mon-Fri 			responsibilities of life
3.  Paul is speaking to household servants in this passage and showing them how to redeem even the most menial or difficult of tasks
B.  There are some concerning trends in our nation of people leaving the work force or not feeling confident/motivated to enter it.  We need a biblically-informed work ethic for the common good and to the glory of God.

