The Nations Will Walk by Its Light

The Word
Read together Revelation 21:22-22:2

The Big Idea
In eternity we will be a diverse and international community finally unified around worship of our one king, Jesus.  The church is to be a foretaste of this future community in our heart for the nations and our unity in Christ in the midst of our diversity.

Questions for Discussion
1.  As you imagine the international community of eternity, what questions or issues does that raise for you? 

2.  How much emphasis do you think a local church should place on pursuing greater diversity within its members, and why? 

3.  Consider the three practical opportunities mentioned at the end of Sunday’s message (see the outline below).  What in there do you most feel called to pursue in the coming weeks?  Be as specific as you can.  

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
	A.  Revelation presents us with images to spark our imagination
B.  We’re constantly confronted with images in our culture that work more subtly than direct arguments.  
C.  So we need a set of Spirit-inspired counter images to shape our imaginations and inspire us to live with hope and courage

II.  Notice the interplay between the Jewishness and international flavor of eternity
A.  The Jewishness
1.  The New Jerusalem
2.  The names of 12 tribes on gates and the 12 apostles on the foundations
3.  The city is laid out like a cube.  It’s a replica of holy of holies 
B.  International Flavor
	1.  The nations walk by its light (v. 24)
2.  The kings of the earth bring their distinctive glory into it (v. 24)
3.  The glory and honor of the nations are brought into it (v. 26)
a.  This may mean the distinctive beauty and uniqueness of each culture
b.  Or it may mean that they each bring praise and worship to God
4.  The nations walk down the main street of the city and are healed by the tree of life (v. 1-2)
			a.  This may be the individual healing, comfort of each person
			b.  And/or it may be the reconciliation and healing between nations
5.  Imagine the opening ceremony of the Olympics with each nation entering with its distinct qualities
6.  Clearly, God will not erase diversity in eternity, but it will be celebrated in a unified community of worship around the king

III.  This international blessing of the nations was always God’s plan for Israel
A.  This is the consistent theme of the Hebrew Scriptures
1.  Abraham was called and blessed in order to be a blessing (Gen 12:1-3)
2.  Israel was called to be God’s treasured possession in order to be priests to the nations (Ex 19:5-6)
3.  Israel was called into obedience to God’s Torah in order to be a faithful witness and example to the nations (Dt 4:5-8)
B.  But Israel did not embrace this identity.  They embraced being chosen and blessed but failed to be a blessing.  
1. Jonah perfectly embodies Israel’s insular, self-righteous posture and resistance to the nations
2.  Israel was ultimately exiled to the nations
C.  But the prophets hoped for a day when Israel would fulfill God’s original call
1.  Isaiah 2:2-5 and Isaiah 60
		2.  Ultimately, Jesus fulfilled God’s original call for Israel
			1.  See Lk 2:30-32
			2.  At the cross he becomes a blessing to all the nations
3.  Revelation 5:9-10 beautifully portrays the purpose of his death to unite all the nations into one kingdom and people in worship of him.
		3.  Revelation 21-22
			1.  Where do you put yourself in this scene?
			2.  Truth is: we are the nations! 

IV.  How then shall we live?
A.  We must let this diverse and unified community of the future shape what we strive to be in the here and now
1.  God’s intent was that his manifold (“multi-colored”) wisdom be displayed in the church to the world
2.  People are to see the church and marvel at how such diverse people are unified in love for one another
		3.  Consider Jesus’ prayer for us in John 17:20-23
B.  Practical opportunities
1.  We can all have a passion for the nations.  We can be “sending” people who support missionaries to the nations or we can be “sent” people who go ourselves to the nations
2.  We can develop a Spirit-inspired impulse to move towards those who are different from us rather than the natural fleshly impulse to avoid or pull away.
		3.  We can pursue unity with each other in fulfilment of Jesus’ prayer in John 17
C.  Communion
1.  Consider how Jesus has brought unity between Jew and Gentile in Eph 2:15-16
2.  Communion points back to the cross, but it also points forward to eternity when we will drink of the fruit of the vine with Jesus (see Mt 26:28-29)

