Being with God Forever

The Word
Read together Revelation 21

The Big Idea
The presence of God in our midst will mean ultimate comfort, satisfaction, and glory.  We are called to pursue a pure and simple devotion to Christ now as we prepare for the consummation of our relationship at the wedding supper of the lamb. 

Questions for Discussion
1.   Take a minute to consider the question posed by John Piper at the beginning of the outline below.  What comes up for you as you consider that? 

2.  Consider the various images we explored on Sunday.  Which image is most resonating with you right now and why?

3.  We considered the image of the water of life that fulfills our thirsts.   Accordingly, God’s invitation is not, “Deny your thirsts,” but rather, “Come to Me with your thirsts.”  How would that invitation affect the way you think about your thirsts and the way you interact with God?  Be as specific as you can.

4.  According to Sunday’s message, we are currently engaged to Jesus, and our marriage waits for his return.  How does the metaphor of engagement influence how you think about your life right now? 

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]If you could have heaven, with no sickness, and with all the friends you ever had on earth, and all the food you ever liked, and all the leisure activities you ever enjoyed, and all the natural beauties you ever saw, all the physical pleasures you ever tasted, and no human conflict or any natural disasters, could you be satisfied with heaven, if Christ were not there? – John Piper

II.  The reality of God’s presence with us forever
A.  God is relocating and coming down to be with us forever (v. 3)
1.  This is the ultimate fulfillment of Emmanuel
2.  Notice “God himself” will be with us.  In the past he sent people to mediate his rule and presence (Moses, judges, prophets, etc.) but one day he will come himself
B.  There is no temple in the city (v. 22)
1.  The holy of holies in the temple was the one place on planet earth where God’s manifest presence dwelt
2.  The new city is a cube overlaid with gold just like the holy of holies (21:16 and 1 Kings 6:20) because the whole city is the holy of holies.
C.  The lamb is in the city:  Jesus in his resurrection body is present in the city

III.  God’s presence will mean comfort
A.  God will wipe every tear from their eyes (21:4)  
- This is a tender image of intimate care
B.  Notice what’s not there that God has removed forever
1.  Death, morning, crying, pain (21:4)
2.  The sea (21:1)
a.  The sea represented the uncontrollable forces that threaten to suck world into chaos (consider Genesis 1:2)
b.  Chaos will never threaten our existence
C.  Notice what is there:  a throne (21:5 and 22:3)
1.  The throne signifies God’s strength, authority, and perfect rule over everything
2.  The tender gentle image of wiping away tears is balanced by this image of strength and authority, and both images mean infinite comfort.

IV.  God’s presence will mean satisfaction
A.  A river of life that satisfies our thirst (v. 6)
		“Without cost” echoes Isaiah 55:1-2
	B.  Our God is a God who satisfies our deepest desires
		1.  Some of us have a gut theology of a God who is anti-desire, anti-pleasure
		2.  So we think we have to suppress our desires and be good people
		3.  But God constantly appeals to our thirsts and desires in Scripture.  
4.  Life with Christ is not about suppressing desires but recognizing the inferior ways we try to satisfy those desires apart from God.  God’s invitation is not to deny your thirst but to come to him with your thirsts.  
5.  See John 6:27, Ps 34:8, Ps 81:10, Ps 16:11
6.  God is the author of pleasure.  Imagine the satisfactions awaiting us when 	we are in his immediate presence!
	
V.  God’s presence will mean glory
A.  The glory of God is throughout the city (v. 23)
1.  Glory is “God’s Holiness on display” (John Piper)
	2.  Glory means weightiness and radiance (like the Grand Canyon at sunset)
	3.  Glory means fame and honor
B.  Consider the imagery of v. 23
1.  Imagine electricity that runs throughout our homes but finds its focal point in a lamp/bulb.  
2.  Likewise, God’s glory runs through the city, and its focal point is the lamb who radiates the glory of God everywhere.
a.  At the center of glory is Jesus, the crucified one
b.  We will spend eternity marveling at his magnificence and thanking him for his sacrificial love for us that makes all of this possible
C.  We will see his face (22:4)
		Consider 2 Corinthians 4:6 SLIDE 

VI. Conclusion: How then shall we live?
	A.  2 Corinthians 11:3:  pursue a pure and simple devotion to Christ
B.  We are currently betrothed to Jesus, and the wedding supper of the lamb awaits his return.  How will be spend the time of our engagement?
		1.  We can use this short amount of time pursuing him with passion and joy
2.  We can use this short amount of time pursuing the treasures and pleasures of this world 
C.  To reframe the question at the beginning: How can you live life now so that you would be utterly satisfied with heaven, if nothing but Jesus was there?

