What about the Old Testament?

The Word
Read together Genesis 12:1-5 and Exodus 19:1-6

The Big Idea
Many Christians struggle with aspects of the Old Testament, but understanding the story of God’s relationship with his people in the Old Testament is essential if we are to know God, know ourselves, and know Jesus. 

Questions for Discussion
1.  As you considered God’s story through the overview of the Old Testament on Sunday, was there a particular theme or part of the story that stood out most to you?    

2.  Abraham was called by God and he was “blessed in order to be a blessing.”  How do you think the church is fulfilling that “blessed to be a blessing” theme in our time?  Do you sense a specific opportunity to do that more fully in your own life at this time?  

3.  Consider the theme of covenant that runs through the Old Testament.  How does watching God’s covenant with Israel through the years inform how we are to approach and experience our own covenant with God as new covenant Christians? 

4.  Sunday’s message concluded with the call to stay rooted in the story if we are to properly understand God, ourselves, and Jesus.  Where do you see people disconnecting from the story and forming new ideas about God, ourselves, or Jesus?  Where might you be prone to do that? 

Sermon Outline
I.  Introduction 
A.  Many people struggle with the Old Testament because parts of it feel weird, confusing, offensive, or irrelevant.  
	B.  But the Hebrew Scriptures are the only Bible Jesus had and are “God breathed”
C.  We get to know God by knowing his story.  The Old Testament is God’s life map. 
	
II.  A summary of the Old Testament Story
A.  Abraham and his family
1.  Abraham’s call (Genesis 12:1-3)
a.  God promises so much blessing
b.  Blessed to be a blessing: God’s ultimate goal is to bless all the nations through Abraham
c.  God’s basic ask of Abraham is faith (Leave all that is familiar and trust me on this journey)
2.  God reaffirms this promise and enters into covenant with Abraham in Genesis 15
3.  It becomes clear that Abraham and his family are as broken and messy as any other family
a.  The story of Tamar, Jacob cheating Esau, Joseph’s brothers selling him into slavery
b.  But God is faithful to this broken family, working in the midst of their brokenness and even using it for his redemptive purposes (“What you intended for evil, God intended for good” - Genesis 50:20)
	B.  The Exodus
1.  The Israelites grow numerous in Egypt but also experience oppression and slavery (Exodus 1)
2.  God hears their groaning and remembers his covenant with Abraham (Exodus 2:24-24) 
3.  God calls Moses (Exodus 3)
	a.  God promises blessing in the form of deliverance from slavery
	b.  He asks for faith:  “I will be with you” and that is all you need
		4.  God unleashes the 10 plagues
a.  These plagues are God systematically demonstrating his superiority over the Egyptian gods.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK11][bookmark: OLE_LINK12]b.  His ultimate goal in this is for Israel (“then you will know that I am the Lord your God” (Ex 6:6-7) and for the nations (“I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” (Ex 9:15-16)
		5.  God reveals himself as a God of freedom and liberation
His central act in the Old Testament is taking an oppressed minority and rescuing them from the most powerful empire on the planet
C.  The Covenant at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19:1-6)
1.  Notice the theme of Blessed to be a blessing
a.  They are Blessed: “God’s Treasured possession” and his grace and redemption comes BEFORE any of his laws
b.  To be a blessing: they are a “kingdom of Priests” who are to mediate God’s blessing to the nations.  As they obey God’s laws their unique way of life will be a light to the nations (Dt. 4:6)
	2.  The laws of the covenant
		1.  Love God (1st 4 commands)
		2.  Love Neighbor (2nd 6 commands)
3.  Israel as an inadequate and unfaithful covenant partner (Exodus 32:1-6)
1.  It becomes immediately obvious that Israel seems incapable of faithfulness
2.  God threatens to annul the covenant but Moses intercedes
3.  God reveals the essence of his character to Moses as a God who is gracious, compassionate, and slow to anger.  This kind of character is the only hope Israel has.
	D.  Entry into the Promise Land
		1.  God’s heavenly army leads the way and provides homes and vineyards
2.  The cycle of the Judges (Judges 3:7-11)
E.  The Monarchy
		1.  Israel’s request for a king(1 Sam 8)
2.  God’s covenant with King David (2 Samuel 7:12-16)
3.  The sordid story of Israel’s kings
4.  God raises up his prophets
a.  They are guardians of the covenant
b.  They call the people out of idolatry back to love of God
c.  They call the people out of injustice back to the love of neighbor
d.  They warn of coming judgment (Ezekiel 5:5-8)
F.  The Exile and New Covenant
1.  Jerusalem is destroyed and Israel is carried off into exile in Babylon (back to slavery ala their experience in Egypt)
2.  God has compassion on his people and he promises a new covenant where he will remove their sin, write his law on their hearts, give them new hearts of flesh, and send his servant, David. (Jeremiah 31:31-34, Ezekiel 36:26-27
		3.  In all of this, he has the nations in mind (Ezekiel 36:23)

III.  Closing Reflections
	A.  We can only understand who God is by knowing his story and seeing him in action
1.  People are tempted to take biblical ideas/qualities of God (like love or justice), disconnect them from the actual story, fill them with a modern meaning, and then claim to know what God is like.  E.g. “I believe in a God of love, and a God of love would never do . . .”
2.  But these qualities of God can only be understood by watching the way they manifest themselves in the actual story. 
	B.  We can only understand ourselves by coming to find ourselves within this story
1.  People are tempted to disconnect from history, live in the now, and create their identities based on nothing but their own desires and whims thinking that’s where freedom will be found
2.  True freedom is found by immersing ourselves in this river of sacred history, rooting our identities in being part of the covenant people of God.  Experiencing the demands and joys of the covenant, experiencing our own waywardness and poverty of Spirit, but also experiencing God’s forgiveness, faithfulness, and gift of the Spirit.  
C.  We can only understand Jesus in the context of this story 
1.  People are tempted to leave the Bible (especially the Old Testament) behind but stay interested in Jesus and redefine him to their liking.
2.  But Jesus would never be received on those terms.  He only understood himself within Israel’s story and covenant with Yahweh.  
	D.  The Bible is one integrated story from start to finish. 






